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Data Sources 

**IUPUI Indianapolis Only External  Bachelor Degree 
Seeking Transfers**  

(unless otherwise noted) 

ÅInstitutional Data  

ÅEntering Student Survey (administered at the end of 
New Student Orientation) 

ÅAdmissions (Chris Foley) 

ÅTransfer Graduation Rates (IRO and SDAE)  

Å2013 Passport Report 



National Studies on Transfer Students  

ÅAbout 50 percent of students who transfer from a four-year 
institution transfer to a two-year institution.  

ÅThis means that about 10-20 percent of students initially 
enrolled in a four-year program eventually migrate to a two-
year school.  

ÅRegardless of the transfer direction, the highest rate of 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ. 

ÅBy the end of the six-year study period, two-thirds of reverse 
transfer students neither had a credential from nor were still 
enrolled at a four-year institution. 

Second and Third National Student Clearinghouse® Research Center, Signature Report, (2012), 

http://nscresearchcenter.org/signaturereport3/ 



Expectations Aligned With Reality  

ÅñPoor student-university fits are likely to result in decreased 
satisfaction, well-being, and performance. Good fits, however, 
should make college less stressful and reduce chances of 
dropping out or transferring.ò  

 

ÅñFit between studentsô needs and the extent to which their 
university meets these needs will have positive effects on 
their psychological well-being and satisfaction with the 
university.ò  

 

ÅñStudents will be satisfied with their university and experience 
positive mental states when their university provides the 
environments that they like to have.ò 

 

ï Gilbreath, Kim, & Nichols, 2011, Research in Higher Education  
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IUPUI New Students 
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IUPUI First-Time, Full-Time Bachelor Degree Seeking  
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IUPUI New External Transfers, Full-Time Bachelor Degree Seeking 
Transferred In as Freshmen 
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IUPUI All New External Transfers  
Full-Time Bachelor Degree Seeking 
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IUPUI All New External Transfers, Full-Time Bachelor Degree Seeking 
4-Year Graduation Rate by Class Level  
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2012 Degree Conferrals Bachelor 
Degree Seeking Indianapolis Only 
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New External Transfers 
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New External Transfers  
by Class Standing  

2011 2012 2013

Freshmen 257 248 242

Sophomore 515 517 476

Junior 319 295 323

Senior 92 90 106
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New External Transfers Direct/Dual 
and University College Admits  
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New Beginners Direct/Dual and 
University College Admits  
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Top 10  Majors External Transfers  
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Top 10  Majors External Transfers  
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 2012 New External Transfers  

Academic Performance and Retention by Major   

Major  
Number of 
Students 

Average First Sem. 
GPA 

Average First Year 
GPA 

One-Year Retention 
Rate 

Exploratory Baccalaureate 80 2.42 2.31 68% 

Pre Nursing BSN 73 2.77 2.70 58% 

Pre Business BSB 41 2.43 2.21 61% 

Pre Management BSB 38 2.47 2.35 76% 

Pre-Fine Arts-Herron 37 2.88 2.88 95% 

Elementary Education BSED 34 3.15 3.28 94% 

Pre Accounting BSB 31 2.53 2.44 61% 

Pre Social Work BSW 28 2.56 2.56 79% 

Mech Engr-BS-Pu-Fresh 26 2.31 2.41 88% 

General Studies BGS 25 2.77 2.81 64% 



Top 11  Schools of Majors  
External Transfers  

139 

97 

89 

66 

55 

55 

55 

55 

52 

49 

48 

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160

UC Business Major

UC Science Major

Liberal Arts Dual/Direct Admit

Technology Dual/Direct Admit

Herron Dual/Direct Admit

Science Dual/Direct Admit

UC Nursing Major

UC PE Major

UC Exploratory

Education Dual/Direct Admit

Engineering Dual/Direct Admit

Fall 2013 Number of External Transfer Students 



Top 11  Schools of Majors  
External Transfers  
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 2012 New External Transfers  

Academic Performance and Retention by Major School   

Major School  Number of 
Students 

Average First Sem. 
GPA 

Average First Year 
GPA 

One-Year Retention 
Rate 

UC Business 152 2.58 2.46 69% 

UC Science 96 2.55 2.53 75% 

UCOL1 (Exploratory) 80 2.42 2.32 68% 

Liberal Arts  (Dual/Direct) 79 2.55 2.61 81% 

UC Nursing 73 2.77 2.70 58% 

Science (Dual/Direct) 62 2.65 2.58 73% 

Technology (Dual/Direct) 58 2.97 2.88 78% 

Engineering  (Dual/Direct) 56 2.32 2.37 79% 

Education  (Dual/Direct) 49 3.05 3.15 88% 

Herron (Dual/Direct) 41 2.90 2.90 95% 



2013 New External Transfers  
Top Transfer Institutions  

Last Post-Secondary School N % 
Ivy Tech Community College Indianapolis 315 28.3 

Ball State University 90 8.1 

Purdue University West Lafayette 64 5.7 

Indiana State University Terre Haute 48 4.3 

Vincennes University 48 4.3 

University Indianapolis 36 3.2 

Ivy Tech Community College Lafayette 28 2.5 

University Southern Indiana 26 2.3 

Ivy Tech Community College Muncie 15 1.3 



2013 New External Transfers  
First Semester Academic Performance  

Last Post-Secondary School N Transfer 
GPA 

Fall GPA % Fall-Spring 
Retention 

Ivy Tech Community College 

Indianapolis 
315 3.08 2.70 91% 

Ball State University 90 2.58 2.82 83% 

Purdue University West Lafayette 64 2.41 2.86 83% 

Indiana State University Terre Haute 48 2.94 2.54 92% 

Vincennes University 48 3.09 2.75 85% 

University Indianapolis 36 2.82 2.46 81% 

Ivy Tech Community College 

Lafayette 
28 2.89 2.67 86% 

University Southern Indiana 26 2.85 2.72 81% 

Ivy Tech Community College Muncie 15 3.10 2.87 87% 

All 2013 External Transfers 1048 2.93 2.76 87% 



 2012 New Freshmen External Transfers  

Academic Performance and Retention 
Passport Report  

Institution 
Number of 
Students 

Average First Sem. 
GPA 

Average First Year 
GPA 

One-Year Retention 
Rate 

Ivy Tech-Central Indiana 95 2.54 2.49 64.2% 

Ivy Tech-non Central 
Indiana 

29 2.96 2.74 79.3% 

Purdue, WL 13 2.38 2.28 69.2% 

Ball State 22 2.34 2.28 72.7% 

Indiana State 19 2.29 2.29 68.4% 

Vincennes 3 2.19 2.43 66.7% 

All Others 206 2.68 2.58 68.4% 

All External Transfers 387 2.61 2.53 68.4% 

All Beginning Freshmen 2991 2.89 2.84 71.3% 



 2012 New Sophomore External Transfers  

Academic Performance and Retention 
Passport Report  

Institution 
Number of 
Students 

Average First Sem. 
GPA 

Average First Year 
GPA 

One-Year Retention 
Rate 

Ivy Tech-Central Indiana 264 2.58 2.51 71.2% 

Ivy Tech-non Central 
Indiana 

87 2.80 2.63 77.0% 

Purdue, WL 22 3.10 2.86 81.8% 

Ball State 43 3.03 2.73 72.1% 

Indiana State 32 2.24 2.30 75.0% 

Vincennes 20 2.30 2.15 75.0% 

All Others 242 2.80 2.62 71.9% 

All External Transfers 710 2.70 2.57 72.8% 

All Other Sophomores 4320 2.83 2.88 77.8% 



 2012 New Junior or Higher External Transfers  

Academic Performance and Retention 
Passport Report  

Institution 
Number of 
Students 

Average First Sem. 
GPA 

Average First Year 
GPA 

One-Year Retention 
Rate 

Ivy Tech-Central Indiana 203 2.91 2.90 79.8% 

Ivy Tech-non Central 
Indiana 

69 2.83 2.77 73.9% 

Purdue, WL 40 3.00 3.00 72.5% 

Ball State 25 2.87 2.66 76.0% 

Indiana State 6 2.61 2.51 66.7% 

Vincennes 37 2.67 2.75 89.2% 

All Others 175 2.87 2.88 81.7% 

All External Transfers 555 2.87 2.86 79.5% 

All Other Junior or 
Higher Class Level 

10345 3.02 3.01 85.1% 



IUPUI Undergraduate Students Previously 
Enrolled at IVY Tech-Central Indiana  
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IUPUI Undergraduate Students Previously 
Enrolled at IVY Tech-Central Indiana  
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 L¦t¦LΩǎ hǾŜǊŀƭƭ ¦ƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
IVY Tech-Central Indiana Transfers (2013) 

Previous ITCI 
Students (18%), 

3,800 

Others (82%), 
17,010 

Source: Passport Report 2013    
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Top 10 Reasons For Choosing IUPUI 
New Beginners  

1. Availability of specific academic programs (majors)  

2. Institution's academic offerings such as courses, certification, and degrees 

3. Opportunity for an IU or Purdue Degree  

4. Career and job opportunities available in Indianapolis after I complete my 

degree  

5. Job, career, and internship opportunities available in Indianapolis while 

attending school  

6. Graduates get good jobs  

7. Availability of financial aid/scholarship  

8. Cost  

9. IUPUIôs reputation  

10. Social opportunities associated with IUPUI located in city of Indianapolis

  

 

 

Rank ordered by mean ratings out of 21 items 



Top 10 Reasons For Choosing IUPUI 
New Transfers  
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Reasons Why Choose IUPUI  

3.66 

2.71 

3.96 

3.11 

3.04 

3.22 

3.80 

2.93 

3.83 

2.74 

2.57 

3.38 

Cost

Size of IUPUI

Graduates Get Good Jobs

Wanted to Live Near Home

Ability to Live at Home While Attending

Social Opportunities in City of INDY

Significant Mean Differences  

New Transfers Beginners

Mean responses based on a 5-point scale where 1=Not Important, 2 = Somewhat Important, 3 = Moderately Important, 4= 

Very Important, 5 = Extremely Important   



Student Expectations   
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.ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎΩ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ tƭŀƴƴŜŘ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊǎ    

No Chance Very Little Chance Some Chance Very Good Chance

Transfer students are significantly less likely to expect to change their majors compared to Beginners (based 

on independent samples t-test p< .05) 



Expectations and Reality? 
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Student Expectations   
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First-¢ƛƳŜ .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ 9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎΩ  
College Expectations and Planned Behaviors    

No Chance Very Little Chance Some Chance Very Good Chance

Transfer students are significantly less likely to expect to participate in campus events and join student 

organizations compared  to Beginners (based on independent samples t-test p< .05) 



Student Expectations: Expect to 
Enroll in Summer Courses   
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College Expectations and Planned Behaviors    

No Chance Very Little Chance Some Chance Very Good Chance

Transfer students are significantly more likely to expect to enroll in summer courses  compared  to Beginners 

(based on independent samples t-test p< .05) 



Student Expectations: Get Tutoring 
Or Mentor Help   
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Behaviors    

No Chance Very Little Chance Some Chance Very Good Chance

Transfer students are significantly less likely to expect to get tutoring or peer mentor help in specific courses  

compared  to Beginners (based on independent samples t-test p< .05) 



High Impact Practices: Service 
Learning or Community Service  
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No Chance Very Little Chance Some Chance Very Good Chance

Transfer students are significantly less likely to expect to participate in service learning compared to compared  

to Beginners (based on independent samples t-test p< .05) 



High Impact Practices: Research 
Project With a Professor  
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Seeking College Expectations and Planned Behaviors    

No Chance Very Little Chance Some Chance Very Good Chance

Transfer students are significantly less likely to expect to participate research project with a professor 

compared to compared  to Beginners (based on independent samples t-test p< .05) 



High Impact Practices: Study 
Abroad or Internal Travel 
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College Expectations and Planned Behaviors    

No Chance Very Little Chance Some Chance Very Good Chance

Transfer students are significantly less likely to expect to participate study abroad or international travel related 

to school compared to compared  to Beginners (based on independent samples t-test p< .05) 



Commitment to IUPUI  
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IUPUI (rather than another college)
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New .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎΩ  
Entering Student Survey Responses 

Moderately Agree Strongly Agree

Transfer students are significantly  more likely to  report  that it is important to graduate from IUPUI 

compared to compared  to Beginners (based on independent samples t-test p< .05) 



Commitment to IUPUI  
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New .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎΩ 
 Entering Student Survey Responses 

Moderately Agree Strongly Agree

Transfer students are significantly  less  likely to  report they are extremely glad that they chose IUPUI or feel a sense 
of pride compared to Beginners (based on independent samples t-test p< .05) 



See Myself As Part of  
the IUPUI Community  
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New  External Transfers and Beginners Entering Student 
Survey Responses 

Moderately Agree Strongly Agree

Transfer students are significantly  less likely to  report  that they see themselves as part of the IUPUI  

community compared  to Beginners (based on independent samples t-test p< .05) 



Perseverance  
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for me, it will

Transfer Students Have  Significantly More Resilience 
than Beginners  

Transfers Beginners

Mean ratings on a 7-point scale from 1 = Strongly Disagree to 7=Strongly Agree 



Confidence  
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Fall 2012 IUPUI New External Transfer Full-
Time Bachelor Degree Seeking  N=1150 

861 

289 

Number Returned for Second Year of Classes 
Any IU Campus  (Fall to Fall Retention) 
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(74.9%)

Not Retained
(25.1%)



 
National Student Clearinghouse 
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Most Common 4-Year Institutions 
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Most Common 4-Year Institutions 

New Beginners    
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Fall Full-Time 2013 Intent to Transfer 
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Entering Student Survey FYU N=1630, TRU N=420 

 
Transfers Beginners



Years to Graduate   
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15 or More Credit Hours Attempted 
and Completed Fall Semester  
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22% 22% 21% 23% 
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% 15 IU Credit Hours or More Attempted and Earned  
First-time, Full-Time Beginners 

  

% 15 or More Attempted % 15 or More Earned



15 or More Credit Hours Attempted 
and Completed Fall Semester  
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18% 17% 
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New Full-Time External Transfers 

% 15 or More Attempted % 15 or More Earned



Underrepresented Students Beginners  
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Underrepresented Students Transfers  
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One-Year Retention Rates  
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Preparing for Class (Studying) 
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 Transfers  plan to spend significantly less time studying  compared to Beginners (based on  independent  

t-test results  p< .05 )  



Working For Pay On-Campus 
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Hours planned to spend for Transfers compared to Beginners are significantly different based on 

independent t-test results (p< .05 )  



Working For Pay Off-Campus 
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Participating in Co-Curricular Activities 
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Hours planned to spend for Transfers compared to Beginners are significantly different based on 

independent t-test results (p< .05 )  



Commuting to Class 
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Providing Care for Dependents 
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Hours planned to spend for Transfers compared to Beginners are significantly different based on 

independent t-test results (p< .05 )  



Taking Care of Household 
Responsibilities 
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Hours planned to spend for Transfers compared to Beginners are significantly different based on 

independent t-test results (p< .05 )  



Twenty First Century Scholars  
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Closing the Gap 
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First Generation 

36% 37% 
33% 

42% 40% 
35% 

2011 2012 2013

% External Transfers and Beginners   
First ςGeneration (neither parent attended college)  

Transfers Beginners



Concerns About Finances 

32% 

57% 

11% 

25% 

63% 

12% 

None (I am confident that I will have
sufficient funds)

Some (but I will probably have enough
funds)

Major (I am not sure that I will have
enough funds to complete college)

% of Entering Student Survey Responders to Question:            
Do you have any concerns about your ability to finance your 

college education?  TRU N = 422, FYU N=1632 

Beginners Transfers

Beginners are significantly more concerned about their ability to finance education compared to Transfer students 

(based on independent samples t-test results p<.05) 



Age 25 or Older 
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Median Age 
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                         Median Age 



International Students  
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Transfers Beginners



Domestic Out-of-State  
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Transfers Beginners



Living on Campus  
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Living on Campus  
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Highlights 
 

Å A  substantial proportion of our IUPUI undergraduate population are  external 
transfer students.  Most transfer form IVY Tech-Central Indiana.  

Å External transfer students represent approximately 37% of Bachelor Degrees 
conferred.  

Å External transfer students who transfer in as Freshmen class standing have lower 
retention rates compared to Beginners. 

Å Some academically successful students may transfer to other 4-year institutions 
such as Out-of-State, Purdue, or Ball State.   

Å Transfer students come to IUPUI for slightly different reasons compared beginners. 
They want to live closer to home and are focused on getting a good job.  



Highlights 
 

Å Transfer students have different perceived needs than other beginners, yet still  may need 
social and academic support. 

Å The transition to IUPUI may be challenging for transfer students. Compared to native 
students, fewer transfer students agree that they see themselves as part of the IUPUI 
community.  

Å Transfer students have more external to school time commitments compared to First-Time 
Beginners such as working  for pay off-campus, caring for dependents and household 
responsibilities.  

Å Transfer students are significantly more optimistic and  less likely to expect to change their 
majors.  

Å Transfer students are significantly less likely to expect to participate in campus activities, join 
student organizations, or engage in High Impact Practices compared to Beginners.  

Å Transfer students have more confidence in several areas including writing ability, leadership 
skills, working with others who are different than them, and study skills.  

 



What We Can Do To Help Transfer 
Students Attain Success  

Å Provide academic support (especially in  math courses)   
Å Provide academic and social integration (Orientation, advising, peer mentoring) 
Å Provide engaging and challenging instructional strategies 
Å Implement early interventions and early warning systems (FLAGS) 
Å Provide financial support and scholarships 
Å Provide opportunities for involvement in co-curricular activities and campus 

engagement (on-campus housing, student organizations, leadership programs)  
Å Help students build knowledge, skills, and abilities (high quality degrees)  
Å Enhance Sense of Belongingness and Commitment to IUPUI (programming, supportive 

environment, faculty-student, student-student interactions)  
Å Foster diverse and inclusive environments (structural, classroom/pedagogy/the 

curriculum, informal interactional diversity)  
Å Provide major/career exploration and development opportunities , especially for 

exploratory and nursing intended major s(advising, career development) 
Å Structure degree programs and environment so that students can earn degree in timely 

manner, explore, participate in co-curricular activities, and engage in high impact 
practices  (internships, service learning)   



High Impact Practices 

Through the LEAP initiative, AAC&U has published research on a set of widely tested teaching 

and learning strategies and programs thatτwhen done wellτhave substantial educational 

benefits, especially for traditionally underserved students.  The elements of good teaching 

and learning embedded in these practices can be applied in many settings, including in 

traditional classrooms as well as special programs, and in co-curricular settings. 

ÎFirst-Year Seminars and Experiences  

Î Common Intellectual Experiences 

Î Learning Communities 

Î Writing-Intensive Courses 

Î Collaborative Assignments and 

 Projects 

 

Î Undergraduate Research 

Î  Diversity/Global Learning 

Î  Service Learning, Community-Based 

 Learning 

Î  Internships 

Î  Capstone Courses and Projects 


